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NATIONAL CANNERS ASSOCIATION 
No. 637 Washington, D. C. February 20, 1937 


COPELAND BILL REPORTED 


Embodies Substance of Measure Passed by Senate 
Last June 


The new Copeland bill (S. 5) to revise the Food and Drugs 
Act was favorably reported by the Senate Commerce Commit- 
tee on February 15th. In general, the bill as reported em- 
bodies the substance of the Copeland bill as passed by the 
Senate last June, with minor variations, but the entire bill 
has been rearranged and rewritten. 


All canners will be interested in the extent to which the 
bill now before the Senate incorporates the recommendations 
made to Senator Copeland by President Orr on behalf of the 
industry at a conference in New York City last November. 


The first recommendation related to the retention of the 
principle of the McNary-Mapes amendment, and the bill as 
reported would re-enact the McNary-Mapes principle, pro- 
viding for a single minimum standard and requiring the ap- 
propriate labeling of products falling below such standard. 
This provision would not authorize grade labeling. In the 
form in which the Copeland bill passed the Senate last June 
it was provided that— 

“In the fixing and establishing of any minimum standard 
of quality for any canned fruit or canned vegetable, con- 
sideration shall be given and due allowance made for the 
differing characteristics of the several varieties of such fruit 
and vegetables.” 


This provision is not retained in the bill as reported to the 
Senate. 


Another recommendation was the inclusion of a provision 
that would permit a manufacturer to file his recipe with the 
Secretary of Agriculture and by so doing exempt himself 
from the requirement of label disclosure where such dis- 
closure would give information to his competitors. This pre- 
cise exemption is not incorporated in the bill as reported, 
but the bill does contain a proviso exempting manufacturers 
of recipe foods from disclosing the recipe on the label where 
compliance is deemed “impracticable” by the Secretary. 


A third recommendation urged the retention of the section 
permitting a claimant to obtain representative samples, and 
this section appears in the bill now before the Senate. 


It was further recommended that in the case of single or 
multiple seizures trial should be had in the jurisdiction in 
which the claimant resides. This provision has not been in- 
corporated in the bill, but it is provided that the claimant 
and the government may stipulate for trial in a district court 
“for any district of reasonable proximity to the district of the 
claimant's principal place of business.” Under this language, 
should the government not agree to stipulate, trial will have 
to be had at the place where the goods have been seized. 
With respect to the place of trial, the bill as reported by the 


Committee makes no distinction between single and multiple 
seizures. 

It was also recommended that where a seizure was based 
upon an examination dependent upon sight, smell, or taste, a 
joint examination by the government and representatives of 
the claimant should be permitted. A provision permitting 
this does not appear in the bill. 

The industry also requested that canned foods packed in 
and imported from a territory outside the United States be 
inspected at the first port of entry into the United States. 
Provision in the bill directs the Secretary to do this so far 
as it is practicable. 

The industry also recommended the retention of the lan- 
guage permitting full court review. This is included in vir- 
tually the form in which it appeared in the bill passed by 
the Senate last June. It was also suggested that the publica- 
tion of information in order to prevent “gross deception of 
the consumer” constituted much too wide authority and was 
susceptible of abuse. This section, however, appears in the 
bill as reported without change. 

The Copeland bill as reported is perfectly clear in its 
requirement that the name of either the packer or distributor 
may appear on the label. 

In the new bill there is added to the definition of misbrand- 
ing the requirement that a label not be false or misleading 
in a “material particular.” 

The language of the report on the bill clearly expresses 
the intent of the bill to place control of advertising under the 
jurisdiction of the Food and Drug Administration. 


FARM TENANCY REPORT 


Wide Range of Recommendations Made by the 
President’s Committee 


Proposals for both Federal and State action on the farm 
tenancy problem are made in the report of the President's 
Committee on Farm Tenancy submitted to Congress by the 
President on February 16th. 

In the field of Federal action the report recommends the 
establishment of a Farm Security Administration under the 
Department of Agriculture, with a T'arm Security Corporation 
affiliate as a legal instrument for land purchases, sales, etc. 
This joint agency would be empowered to purchase and 
improve farms to be sold to farmers who demonstrate their 
integrity, industry and capacity for ownership. Such pur- 
chases would be financed over a 40-year period, with the 
privilege of paying out in 20 years. A system of variable 
payment is recommended, under which a surplus above the 
average annual payment required would be collected in favor- 
able years and,used to reduce payments in unfavorable years. 


It is also r commended that the Corporation be authorized 
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to enter into long leases with landholders who are willing to 
agree to reasonable terms of rental and to compensate the 
Corporation at the termination of the lease for improvements 
made. The Corporation would thus he able to sublease the 
property for corresponding periods. 


In general, the aim of the plan would be the establishment 
of family-size farms, but the report states that in some cases 
cooperative groups might be aided to acquire land by pur- 
chase or long lease for subleasing to group members. To 
finance the policy it is recommended that Congress make 
available a definite sum each year for a number of years. 
For the first year or two it is recommended that these opera- 
tions be financed directly by appropriations. 


To help present owners avoid losing their farms the report 
recommends that small owners be encouraged to obtain the 
benefits of refunding with a Land Bank loan, and where this 
eannot be done, that the Farm Security Administration be 
authorized to advance the amount necessary to refund the 
remainder of the farmer's indebtedness through the Farm 
Credit Administration. 


On the subject of rehabilitation of farm families whose 
resources are exhausted, the report recommends that the 
Farm Security Administration provide a system of rehabili- 
tation loans associated with technical guidance, these loans 
to be confined to those who cannot qualify for Production 
Credit Loans. 


For migrant farm laborers the report recommends that, 
where adequate housing facilities are not available, the Farm 
Security Administration or the Department of Labor continue 
experimentally the policy begun by the Resettlement Admin- 
istration in the construction, operation and maintenance of 
sanitary camps. Provision of small subsistence farms on 
either an ownership or leasehold basis, for some classes of 
farm laborers is recommended. 


The report recommends application to the larger employ- 
ers of farm labor, as distinguished from the family type 
farmer, of Federal or State legislation providing for collective 
bargaining, unemployment, accident and old-age insurance, 
and requirements for assuring safe and sanitary conditions of 
employment. 

Continuance of the program for the purchase of lands sub- 
marginal for present uses is recommended as an essential part 
of an adequate policy of land reform. This is recommended 
on a scale that will retire from 2,000,000 to 5,000,000 acres a 
year at an average price of slightly more than $4 per acre. 

To discourage land speculation and ownership by non- 
farmers the report recommends insertion of a provision in the 
Federal income tax law so as to impose a specific tax on 
capital gains from sales of land made within three years from 
date of purchase; and that the Federal Farm Loan Act and 
the Emergency Farm Mortgage Act be amended to limit loans 
for the purchase of land to persons who are or are shortly 
to become, personally engaged in operating the farm to be 
mortgaged. 


In the field of State action, the report recommends im- 
provement of lease contracts and landlord-tenant relation- 
ships. It sets out ten provisions with respect to leases that 
might be required by State legislation, and recommends co- 
operation of existing State agricultural agencies in research 
programs. Differential taxation of farm lands in favor of 
small properties owned by their operators is an indirect 


method of attacking the furm tenancy problem and is insuf- 
ficient as @ substitute for more direet measares, the report 
states. 

With reference to safeguards of civil liberties, the report 
strongly recommends that States guarantee the civil rights of 
tenants and farm laborers who have organized for the purpose 
of collective bargaining. 

The report also recommends cooperation of the Federal 
government with State governments in improving leases, and 
urges the necesstiy of better educational and health facilities 
among rural people. 


NEW BILLS BY PATMAN 


Measures Aimed at Retail Sales by Manufacturers 
and Reciprocal Sales Agreements 


A proposal aimed to prohibit manufacturers from engag- 
ing in the retail business in competition with retailers han- 
dling their products was introduced in the House on February 
15th by Representative Patman, who is known for his spon- 
sorship of the much discussed price discrimination act passed 
at the last Congress. At the same time he introduced a bill 
to discourage reciprocal sales agreements. 

The first (H. R. 4722) would amend Section 5 of the 
Federal Trade Commission Act, which declared it unlawful 
to use “unfair methods of competition in commerce”, so as to 
provide that it shall be deemed to be an unfair method of 
competition for a person engaged in the production or manu- 
facture of commodities, which commodities such person is 
also engaged in offering for sale and selling to wholesalers, 
jobbers, or retail dealers, to offer for sale and sell at retail 
to consumers any of the commodities produced or manu- 
factured by such manufacturer, where the effect of so doing 
may be substantially to lessen competition, or to injure, 
destroy, or prevent competition between such manufacturer 
and retail dealers who at any time already are established 
in the business of offering for sale or selling such commodi- 
ties, or where the effect may tend to create a monopoly. 


Stated another way this means that it would be unfair com- 
petition for a canner to sell at retail, direct to consumers, a 
product he is also distributing through other established 
channels by means of wholesalers, jobbers, or retail dealers 
if such direct sales would have a tendency to injure or sub- 
stantially lessen competition between the canner and retail 
dealers who handle his products. 

The power of the Commission to issue cease and desist 
orders and to require by subpoena the testimony of witnesses 
and the production of evidence would be extended to com- 
plaints arising out of such unfair methods of competition. 

The second bill (H. R. 4726) would amend the Clayton 
Act by adding a new section to be number 3(a). It is the 
Clayton Act that contains in Section 2 the price discrimina- 
tion prohibitions. Section 3 makes it unlawful to enter into 
contracts or agreements with the understanding that the pur- 
chaser will not use or deal in commodities that are competi- 
tive to those he purchased of the seller. The proposed new 
section would make unlawful contracts for furnishing services 
or commodities on the condition or agreement that the vendor 
will in turn purchase from his original vendee any commodity 
or service, where the effect would be to injure, destroy, or 
prevent competition or substantially to lessen competition 
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between competitors or to create a monopoly. The jurisdic- 
tional, enforcement, and penalty provisions of the Clayton 
Act would be extended by the bill to cover violations that 
might arise under the new section. 


Portuguese Sardine Shipments to United States 


Exports of sardines from Portugal to the United States 
during the first ten months of 1936 amounted to 2,811,560 
kilos, as compared with 943,649 kilos in the corresponding 
period of 1935 and 675,951 kilos in 1934. This rate of in- 
crease was greater than that in the total sardine shipments 
from Portugal, which were 33,775,973 kilos in the 1936 
period, 29,111,061 kilos in 1935, and 27,016,182 kilos in 1934, 


Fruit and Vegetable Market Competition 
Carlot Shipments as it ay Ge Bureau of Agricultura 


Week ending— Season total to— 


Feb. 13 Feb. 13 Feb.6 Feb. 13 Feb. 13 
VEGETABLES 1936 ©1937 =1937 1936 1937 


Beans, snap and lima =. 223 117s 2, 835s 4, 340 


Tomatoes.......... 179 400 375 21626 3,270 

Green peas......... 186 441 46 883 654 

inach 381 497 398 3,695 4,155 

tic, 

, ing directly... 4,349 4,856 3,777 69,301 76,107 
m ts competing— 

32 216 192 

Indirectly... .. 48 


3,962 
4 0 


~ 
Others, domestic.... 104 225 129 16,895 


21,364 


Australian Canned Fruit Production Estimates 


Preliminary estimates for the current season pack of 
canned fruits in Australia are as follows: Apricots 140,000 
cases, peaches 1,100,000 cases, pears 800,000 cases. The 
American trade commissioner at Sydney reports that the 
carry-over on December 31 amounted to 200,000 cases of 
pears, 127,000 cases of apricots and 13,000 cases of peaches. 
Price reductions were resulting in a good movement of 
stocks on London. 


Shipments of Pineapple in Brine from Cuba 


Shipments during 1936 to the United States from Cuba 
of pineapple in brine amounted to 1,482,082 pounds, valued 
at $93,827, as compared with 1935 shipments of 1,206,218 
pounds, valued at $79,040, according to the American consul 
at Habana. 


Rural Retail Sales in January 


Daily average sales of general merchandise in small towns 
and rural areas for January were about 104% per cent higher 


in dollar volume than for January, 1936, and were 22 per 
cent above those for the same month of 1935, according to 
preliminary estimates of the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic 
Commerce. Sales for January decreased by more than the 
usual amount at this season of the year. Sales for the year 
1936 were about 154% per cent above those for 1935. 


Fish Canning Plant in Chile 


The fish canning plant established at Iquique, which be- 
gan operation in October, 1936, represents an investment 
in plant and machinery of about 5,000,000 paper pesos (the 
paper peso is equivalent to about 3.50 U. S. cents). The 
American consul at Santiago reports that about 400 women 
and 150 men will be employed during most of the year. 
The former earn six to seven, and the latter ten to twelve 
paper pesos per day. Fishermen are supplied with nets and 
other equipment and sardines are bought from them for 15 
paper pesos per thousand. Including independent fisher- 
men, about 70 boats are in operation, the usual crew being 
three men per boat. 

The plant equipment is chiefly of Spanish and French 
origin, but tin plate is usually purchased in the United 
States. The capacity is 100,000 cans per day, the cans being 
of the 450-gram size. The sardines are packed in tomato 
—_ made from tomatoes grown on contract in central 

ile. 

The sardine season is from January to April, inclusive, 
after which a fish resembling salmon and known locally as 
“cabella” will be packed until August. As tunny fish (skip- 
jacks) will be packed during the latter part of the year, 
the plant will be in fairly continuous operation. 


Cold Storage Stocks 


The Bureau of Agricultural Economics is now furnishing 
more details on frozen and preserved fruits and vegetables 
in cold storage, separate figures being given for strawberries, 
blueberries, cherries, peas, cut beans, lima beans, corn, and 
spinach. The following table gives the figures for January 1 


and February 1, 1937: 
“931 1937 
Pounds Pounds 


1,794,000 1,922,000 

Frozen vegetables................. ,927, 148, 

2,050,000 4,909,000 


July, 1936, has been issued by the Women’s Bureau of the 
U. S. Department of Labor. The bulletin (No, 144) is a 
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revision of an earlier bulletin (No. 98), which covered legis- 
lation as of December 31, 1931. The laws analyzed relate to 
hours, industrial home work, prohibited or regulated occu- 
pations, seats, and minimum wage. Copies of the bulletin 
can be purchased from the Superintendent of Documents, 
Government Printing Office, Washington, D. C., at 15 cents 
each. 


Labeling of Apple Butter and Dried-Apple Butter 


The following statement has been issued by Mr. W. G. 
Campbell, Chief of the Food and Drug Administration, 
under date of January 6, 1937: 


“The definition and standard of identity for apple butter 


promulgated under the Food and Drugs Act has been in 
effect since May 12, 1933. Reflecting household custom 
and consumer understanding, it does not recognize the use 
of dried apple oy or r dried apple product in its 
manufacture. The Food and Drug Administration has con- 
sistently held, and has so advised inquirers, that the product 
made from a dried apple product instead of from fresh apples 
should be labeled ‘brid: Apple Butter.’ Failure to comply 
} wy this requirement has been a basis of action under 
statute. 


“The Food and Drug Administration reminds manufac- 
turers and shippers that the shipment within the ay 
tion of the Federal Food and wap an of dried-apple butter 
not labeled as such is held to a violation of the Act. 
Misbranded or adulterated shipments will be proceeded 
against under the provisions of Act.” 


UNSOLD CANNED SALMON STOCKS 


The figures for December 31, 1936, and January 31, 1937, in the following statement of unsold stocks of canned 
salmon are based on reports from 78 companies producing probably 95 per cent of the 1936 pack. The figures for Janu- 
ary 31, 1936, are based on reports from 72 companies producing approximately 98 per cent of the 1935 pack. 


Total Total Total 
Grades or varieties Talls Flats Halves Jan. 31, Dec. 31, Jan. 31, 
(l pound) (1 pound) (8 doz.) 1937 1936 1936 
Chinooks or Kings Cases Cases Cases Cases Cases Cases 
1,219 11,862 38,914 51,995 50,559 43,269 
Stan ard 5,955 ,962 ,452 32,369 34,482 20,330 
Pale 2,734 86 1,545 4,364 6,044 4,483 
883 130 446 1,459 1,776 2,842 
Puget Sound 4,426 3,613 14, 565 22,604 29,044 99,361 
236,594 13,595 29,961 280,150 318,255 390,925 
36,899 9,202 6,084 52,185 59 , 662 95 , 868 
36 105 2,846 2,987 2,876 9,049 
1,806, 248 48,555 123,751 1,978,554 2,285,091 2,854,901 


WHAT’S DOING IN CONGRESS 


Bills Reported and Introduced—Progress of Com- 
mittee Hearings 


Action in Congress during the past week of special interest 
to the canning industry was the reporting of the Copeland 
bill (S. 5) to revise the Food and Drugs Act. Two new bills 
were introduced by Representative Patman dealing, respec- 
tively, with direct sales by manufacturers to consumers and 
with reciprocal sales agreements. President Roosevelt sub- 
mitted to Congress the reports of his committees on crop in- 
surance and farm tenancy. The Senate passed and sent to 
conference the Independent Offices appropriation bill and 
the House received the $3,000,000,000 Treasury-Post Office 
appropriation measure. 

The Copeland bill, Patman bills, and farm tenancy report 
are discussed elsewhere. Proposed crop insurance legisla- 
tion was outlined in the INrormation Letter fer February 
13th. 


The Tydings-Miller price maintenance bill was reported 
favorably to the full House Judiciary Committee by the sub- 
committee that conducted hearings on the measure. The bill 


is designed to prevent standard brand goods from being used 
as loss leaders by providing that contracts prescribing a 
minimum resale price shall not be unlawful if legal within 
the State in which the resale is to be made. 


On Thursday the House Committee on Interstate Com- 
merce began hearings on the Wheeler-Lea bill to broaden the 
scope of the Federal Trade Commission Act by making un- 
lawful “unfair or deceptive acts and practices in commerce.” 


The final hearing before the House Interstate Commerce 
Committee on the bill to repeal the long-and-short haul 
clause of the Interstate Commerce Act was held on Wednes- 
day. Chairman Lea expects to submit a favorable report to 
the House in the near future. The bill was passed by the 
House at the last session but did not reach a vote in the 
Senate. 


President Roosevelt's message to Congress transmitting his 
crop insurance committee’s report advocated enactment of 
legislation in line with the committee’s recommendations. 
The Senate Agriculture Committee has assigned the Pope 
crop insurance bill (reported in last week’s Lerrer), which 
follows the recommendations of the President's committee, 
to a subcommittee composed of Senator Pope (Idaho) as 
chairman and Senators McGill (Kansas), Hatch (New Mex- 
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we) Schwellenbach (Washington), and Frazier (North 
ota). 

Senator Wheeler of Montana has reintroduced the anti- 
basing point bill as S. 1581. The bill was the subject of 
hearings last Congress but was not reported by the Inter- 
state Commerce Committee. The measure would amend the 
Clayton Act by adding new sections which would make un- 
lawful; first, a transportation charge added to the shipping: 
point price of a commodity that did not represent the actual 
transportation cost; second, any system of commodity prices 
which include transportation cost not actually defrayed in 
the delivery; and third, to quote a delivered price on a com- 
modity without disclosing the portion added to cover actual 
transportation cost and without giving the prospective pur- 
chaser an option to accept the commodity free on board at the 
quoted price less actual transportation costs. 


A bureau of poultry industry within the Department of 
Agriculture would be created by H. R. 4861 introduced by 
Representative Wene of New Jersey. All the present work of 
the Department on the poultry industry would be correlated 
under one administrative head. The bureau would devote its 
time to research, experimentation, and the dissemination of 
information connected with the industry. 


SOCIAL SECURITY DEVELOPMENTS 


Rulings State Commissions—Cases Involving 
Constitutionality of Act 


Since the issuance of the “Supplementary Survey of the 
Social Security Program” in connection with the annual con- 
vention of the Association there have been a number of de- 
velopments in this field which may prove of interest to can- 
ners. In keeping with the Association's declared policy of 
disseminating such information those developments are noted. 


Agricultural Labor 


On February 14, 1937, the California Unemployment Re- 
serves Commission put into effect a revised definition of 
“Agricultural Labor” designed to accord more nearly with 
the Federal definition of this exemption. The older California 
rule was quoted in the “Supplementary Survey” at page 21. 
The new regulation, like the Federal rule with which it is 
substantially identical, limits the exemption to employees 
actually working on the farm in connection with the growing 
and harvesting of crops. Work done in processing, packing, 
etc., farm products is deemed “agricultural labor” only when 
it is performed for the owner or tenant of the farm, and then 
only if the processing activities are carried on as incident 
to ordinary farming operations, and not on a commercial 
seale. The revised regulation reads as follows: 


“The term ‘agricultural labor’ includes all services per- 


formed: 


“(1) By an employee on a farm, in connection with the 
cultivation of the soil, the raising and harvesting of crops; 
the raising, feeding, management of livestock, poultry, and 
bees; which includes, among others, the spraying, pruning, 
fumigating, fertilizing, irrigating, and heating which may be 
necessary and incident thereto; 

“(2) By an employee in connection with the drying, proc- 
essing, packing, packaging, transporting, and marketing of 


materials which are produced on the farm or articles 
duced from such materials, provided such drying, process 
packing, packaging, transporting, or marketing is carried on 
as incident to ordinary farming operations as 

from manufacturing or commercial operations. 

“The services hereinabove set forth do not constitute agri- 
cultural labor unless they are performed by an employee of 
the owner or tenant of the farm on which the materials in 
their raw or natural state were produced. Such services, 
however, do not constitute agricultural labor if they are 
carried on as an incident to manufacturing or commercial 
operations. 

“As used herein the term ‘farm’ includes, among others, 
stock, dairy, poultry, fruit, and truck farms, plantations, 
ranches, ranges, orchards, and vineyards. 

“Forestry and lumbering are not included within the ex- 
emption of agricultural labor.” 


Statement of Deductions under State Statutes 


In the “Supplementary Survey”, page 16, it was pointed 
out that in connection with the Federal Old Age Benefit 
taxes every employer is required to furnish each of his em- 
ployees with a statement showing the amount which has been 
deducted from his wages as employees’ tax under the Federal 
Act.: Forms to be used in making this statement were sug- 
gested, and it was indicated that a statement on the face of 
the check would be satisfactory. In connection with some of 
the State unemployment compensation statutes similar deduc- 
tions from the wages of employees are required. The Cali- 
fornia Unemployment Compensation Reserves Commission 
has recently issued a regulation requiring employers to fur- 
nish written statements at the time the wages are paid show- 
ing the amount of deductions. The regulation provides this 
statement may take a form similar to that required under the 
Federal Act, or may be added as an additional deduction in 
the statement given under the Federal Act. It should be 
remembered that these statements must show the amount of 
the deduction in monetary terms, a mere statement of the 
percentage deducted being insufficient. A similar regulation 
has also been issued by the Kentucky Unemployment Com- 
pensation Commission. Kentucky requires, however, that 
the statement be similar to a form specified in the regulations 


as follows: 


“A deduction of $............ is made 
contribution of nine-tenths of one per cent (.09) to the Ken. 
tucky Unemployment Compensation Fund.” 


Value of Board and Lodging Furnished to Employees 


It has been pointed out from time to time that whenever 
a canner furnishes food or lodging to his employees the fair 
value of these facilities must be included as part of the 
employee’s wages in computing the amount of tax which is 
to be paid. Recently the lowa Unemployment Compensation 
Commission issued a regulation placing a value upon such 
facilities to be used in computing the taxes. The regulation 
provides that the Commission will in each individual case 
determine or approve the cash value of the board or lodging 
furnished. Unless and until this is done, however, the follow- 
ing prescribed rates are to be used in paying the taxes: 


Full board and room, weekly................. $3.00 
a... 
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The Kentucky Commission has likewise established rates 
to be used until such time as the Commission approves or 
determines the fair value of board and lodging for use in 
individual cases. These rates are as follows: 


On February 1, 1937, the Supreme Court of the United 
States refused to review a decision of the Supreme Judicial 
Court of Massachusetts upholding the validity of both the 
Massachusetts and Federal statutes. The Massachusetts Act 
provides that it shall cease to operate in the event the Fed- 
eral Act becomes inoperative because of unconstitutionality, 
and in passing upon the constitutionality of the State Act the 
Massachusetts Court also considered the validity of the 
Federal Act. The petition to the Supreme Court of the 
United States sought review only of that portion of the Massa- 
chusetts Court’s decision dealing with the Federal Act, and 
this the Supreme Court denied. 


In a decision rendered January 27, 1937, a Federal District 
Court sitting in New York held that Title VIII of the Federal 
Social Security Act with its accompanying Old Age Benefit 
taxes was constitutional, and dismissed a suit in which a 
stockholder sought to restrain the Consolidated Edison Com- 
pany of New York from complying with the statute. The 
complainant in this action has filed with the Supreme Court of 
the United States a petition to review this decision. 

In a similar action also questioning Title VIII the Federal 
District Court in Massachusetts reached a like conclusion, 
and found this portion of the statute constitutional. The 
validity of Title IX with its unemployment compensation 
taxes has recently been sustained by Federal District Courts 
sitting in Mississippi and Alabama. In addition, other cases 
involving both Titles VIII and IX are now pending in Fed- 
eral District Courts in Pennsylvania and North Carolina, and 
the Circuit Court of Appeals for the First Circuit has before 
it an appeal from a decision of the Massachusetts District 
Court sustaining the constitutionality of Title IX. 

On January 23 the Circuit Court of Montgomery County, 
Alabama, a State court, upheld the Alabama Unemployment 
Compensation Act. Prior to that time a three judge Federal 
Court sitting in Alabama had reached a contrary conclusion, 
and an appeal from this latter decision is now pending before 
the United States Supreme Court. Suits questioning the 
validity of the Kentucky and South Carolina laws have also 
been filed. 


Due Dates of Tax Returns and Payments 


The “Supplementary Survey of the Social Security Pro- 
gram” issued in January contained an appendix setting forth 
the due dates of contributions under the various State and 
Federal statutes. It was pointed out in the INrFoRMATION 
Lerrer of February 6, 1937, at page 5150 that the time for 
filing Federal Employment Compensation returns on Form 
940 for the year 1936 had been extended from January 31 to 
April 1, 1937. Because of this extension many of the States 


which enacted Unemployment Compensation statutes in the 
closing weeks of 1936, and which as yet have not set up com- 
plete administrative machinery for the collection of the taxes, 
have extended the dates when returns are to be made and 
taxes paid. In addition, a number of States which at the 
time the appendix was prepared had not yet set a date have 
recently done so. Accordingly the dates given in the ap- 
pendix are in need of revision. There is set out below a list 
of the States which have made these changes and the dates 
which they have established for filing returns. 


Dates Contarisutions ror THe CaLenpar Year 1936 ang Dus 


March 1, 1937 
February 15, 1937 
February 28, 1937 
20, ‘1937 
March 1, 1937 


Pennsylvania 
South Dakota 


February 25, 1937 
January 15, 1937 
March 15, 1937 
28, 1937 
1937 


Virginia 


West Virginia March I, 


Virginia Canners Association Meeting 


The twenty-eighth annual meeting of the Virginia Canners 
Association will be held on February 24th and 25th at Hotel 
Roanoke, Roanoke, Virginia. Among the speakers on the 
two-day program will be the Hon. E. Lee Trinkle; Mr. Otto 
Lowe, Secretary of the Eastern Shore of Virginia Packers 
Association; Mr. William S. Irving, field representative of the 
Social Security Board, and Mr. Howard A. Orr, of the 
National Canners Association. 


Copeland bill reported 

Farm tenancy report 

New bills by Patman 
Portuguese sardine shipments to > United States Are 
Fruit and vegetable market competition 
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